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Dr. Ronda Hughes is a nurse who is making a difference for patient safety and quality, through her work as a Senior Health Scientist Administrator at the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) where she also serves as Senior Advisor on nursing, policy and research for end-of-life care, patient centered care and for special needs populations within the Center for Primary Care, Prevention, & Clinical Partnerships. Dr. Hughes regularly speaks and writes on patient safety, preventive and primary health care, patient-centered health care, quality of care, vulnerable populations, implementation of clinical guidelines, and current health policy issues.

Prior to joining AHRQ, she worked in HRSA's Bureau of Primary Health Care where she focused on improving access to care for the underserved. Dr. Hughes received a B.S. in nursing from Boston University, an M.H.S. with a minor in biomedical ethics from Johns Hopkins University, and a Ph.D. in Health Policy, with a concentration in Health Services Research from Johns Hopkins University. Dr. Hughes' research interests include: clinical quality improvement, patient safety; primary and preventive health care; access to and use of quality health care, particularly for low-income populations; measuring the quality of health care; changing health care organizational factors; health care disparities; and the impact of health policy issues. She also has expertise in the use of large datasets to improve the quality of health care and in the conduct of systematic reviews.  She is a contributing editor to the American Journal of Nursing and the Journal of Applied Nursing Research.  Most recently, she was editor of an AHRQ publication, Patient Safety and Quality: An Evidence-Based Handbook for Nurses, published in April 2008, which now has over 1 million users world-wide.

Please join us for one of her sessions to learn more about links between patient safety, evidence- based practice and health care quality.   Link to Sessions
